Guidewire fragmentation during holmium:YAG laser endopyelotomy.
A guidewire fracture is a rare complication of laser surgery. We report that this rare complication occurred during a retrograde endoureteropyelotomy with the holmium:YAG laser. No data are available about the safety of commonly used guidewires. A comparative in vitro study was performed with two types of guidewires to assess their resistance. At all energy levels tested, a Teflon-coated guidewire performed best in the present safety test.